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taining the world "by his own inherent force, still he is said in others to make his .three strides through the power of Indra,
6 When, Indra, the gods placed thee in their front in the , battle, then thy dear steeds grew.
6 When, thunderer, thou didst by thy might slay Vritra who stopped up the streams, then thy dear steeds grew.
'When by thy force Vishnu strode three steps, then thy dear steeds grew/ 1
Elsewhere we are told that mortal man cannot comprehend his majesty.
6 No one who is being born, or has been born, has attained, 0 divine Vishnu, to the furthest limit of thy greatness,'3 The palace The personality of the mythical Vishnu is, in short, as of Vising transparent as that of Helios or Sel&nS. He dwells in the aerial mountains, in a gleaming palace where the many horned and swiftly moving cows abide. c Here that supreme abode of the wide-stepping vigorous god shines intensely forth/ These cows are in some places the clouds, in others, the rays which stream from the body of the sun. But on the whole it must be admitted that the place of Vishnu in the Rig Veda, as compared with the other great deities, is in the background; and the institutional legends of later Brahmanic literature throw but little light on the mythical, idea of this deity, and perhaps none on the mythology of any other people.
Avatars of As the supreme spirit, whose ten Avatars or Incarnations ?u' are among the later developements of Hindu, theology, Vishnu is associated or identified not only with Siva or MaMdeva, but with Eama in the Eamayana, and with Krishna in the Mah^bh^rata.3 But the MaMdeva, with whom he is thus identified, is himself only Varuna or Dyaus, under another name. * He is Eudra, he is Siva, he is Agni, he is Saiva, the all-conquering; he is Indra, he is Vayu, he is the Asvins, he is the lightning, he is the moon, he is Iswara, he is Surya, he is Varuna, he is time, he is death the ender; he is darkness, and night, and the days; he is
J E r Tin 12, Muir, San$7mt Texts, pt. iv. p. 77.          s Huir, #. p* 63.
8 Id ib, ch. ii. sect. 5.